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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of the claims in the 
application: 

Claim 1 9 (Currently Amended) A segmented tire mold comprising a top mold half and a 
bottom mold half including a plurality of segments and self-locking means for selectively 
locking said top mold half to said bottom mold half, said self-locking means comprising[[ f ]]i 
a lock frame, 

a first lock motor supported by said lock frame, 

a first lock rod rotatably connected to said first lock motor, and 
including a quick connect coupling, 

a lock ring for use in preventing said segments from sliding outwardly, 
said lock ring being selectively connected to said first lock rod at said quick connect couplings 
wherein said first lock motor is adapted to rotate said first lock rod and disconnect said first lock 
rod from said lock ring at said quick connect coupling , and. 

a lock cylinder operatively connected to said lock frame for use in 
selectively raising and lowering said lock frame, said first lock motor, said first lock rod and said 
lock ring, sard lock cylinder thereby selectively placing said lock ring around said segmented tire 
mold, 



Claim 20 (CuiTently Amended) The segmented tire mold of claim [[1]] 19Jurther 
comprising[[J]: 

second and third lock motors supported by said lock frame, 

second and third lock rods rotatably connected to said second and third 
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lock motors respectively, said second and third lock rods each including a quick 
. connect coupling, 

vvherein said lock ring is selectively connected to said second and third lock rods 
at said quick connect couplings, and 

wherein said lock cylinder selectively raises and lowers said second and third lock 
motors and said second and third lock rods. 

Claim 21 (Currently Amended) A method for locking a mold with a bottom mold 
half having a plurality of segments and a top mold half comprising the steps of[[J ]: 

providing a locking mechanism that includes a lock frame, a first lock motor 
supported by said lock frame, a first lock rod rotatably connected to said first lock motor and 
including a quick connect coupling, a lock ring selectively connectable to said first lock rod at 
said quick connect coupling, and 3 lock cylinder operatively connected to said lock frame[[,]]i 

lowering said lock frame via said lock cylinder until said lock ring is positioned 
around said plurality of segments[[,]]; 

locking said mold in a closed position; 

driving said first lock motor thereby rotating said first lock rod and disconnecting 
said first lock rod from said lock ring at said quick connect couplingr&f*^; 
lifting said locking mechanism away from the mold^ 
couplings sb47 

Page 5 of 9 



PAGE 5/9 * RCVD AT 7/5/2006 5:10:18 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-»9 * DNIS:2738300 * CS!D:3302538601 * DURATION (mm-ss):0144 



JUL. 5.2006 5: 14PM BROUSE MCDOWELL 



NO. 729 P. 6 



liftin g floid looking moohonism away - feom tho mold . 

Claim 22 (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[3]] 21 further comprising the 
steps of [[,]]; 

lowering said lock frame until said first lock rod engages said lock ring at said 
quick connect coupling[[,]]; 

driving said first lock motor thereby rotating said first lock rod and connecting 
said first lock rod to said lock ring at said quick connect coupling[[,]]; and» 

lifting said lock ring away from said mold. 
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